Dés lars qu'on communique une information 4 laide d'un nom, on peut epporter des
précisions en qualifiant ce nom avec un ou plusieurs adjectifs.

Rappel : en anglais, l'adjectif qualificatif est toujours invariable en genre et en nombre.

La plupart des adjectifs peuvent &tre utilisés en qualité d'épithétes | ils se placent alors @
gauche du nom ou comme attributs du sujet ; ils se placent alors a droite, aprés le verbe.

I. Quels adjectifs se placent 3 gauchg du nom?

1M Les adjectifs épithétes en général.

fls Expriment une caractéristique, une propriéte plus ou meins permanente du nom.
A new German can

2@ Les adjectifs composés du tvpe “blue-eyed”.

A dark-haired giri (= une fille aux cheveux noirsi.

3Mles noms employés comme adjectifs.

A country coftage (= une maison de campagne),

4WCertains adjectifs indiquant le degré (bare, chief [ main, littie, mene, sheer, utter].
A bare ten millimeters (= pas plus de W0 millimétres),

The chief / main difficulty (= la difficulté principale).

A litthe car {= une [jolie] petite voiture).

Mais on dit The car is small (= attribufl.

A mere colncidence (= une pure coincidence)

It was sheer madness (= c'élgit pure foliel.

She's an utter stranger fo me (= c'est une parfaite étrangére pour moil,

I, Dans quel ordre placer les adjectifs 3 gauche du nom?

1WPlacez le plus prés du nom Vadjectif qui indique la qualité la plus fondamentale. Allez
de droite & gauche ; de 'objectif {ce qui est un fait) au suhhec'tlr {ce qui est une opinion),

5 4 | i 1 1 Peom
qualité lide & | taille hge | motit | arigine
| Popinion de | dimansion [xld | new décoration rationalité
celui gui forme = | choses; coulaur margque
parle o/ voiang - utilisation
peitonnes) matiere
A beautiful farge ' ancient | fhewered Japanese silk ecarf
Am Exnensive ol antieue @ Swiss gold wateh
A | elagant w-rech d green Lacoets woollen | jumper
A very good Hx=foot 2yearald black | American riayer
A extraordinary riEw et Italian car
A nice, srriall | oid whitia thawch-roofed | cottage
comfonable | e

N.B. : on trouve évidemment trés rarement de telies series d'adjectifs.

W Un autre critére est la lo
Lordre est ed prim’.‘]pe court

A nice comfortable thatch-rooied
3 Un nom emplové comme adjectif se place juste avant le nom-noyau.

A heavy iron gate (un lourd portail de ferl.

i

ueur des ad]l!ﬂ}fs.

long | compasé.
house {une fo

lie maison confortable au loit de chaumel.




V1. Quelle préposition utiliser aprés un adjectif?

L'ADJECTIF QUALIFICATIF

I. Quelle préposition utiliser aprés un adjectif? (adjectifs les plus courants)

Absent from

Afraid of

Amazed at

Amused at

Angrr|wi1'.’|'t { at sameone

about something

Annoyed | with somesne | at

somenne’s behaviour

ahout something

Anxious about (= Inguiet)

Anxlous for (= désireux
d’avair}

Ashamed of

Aware of

Bad at

Blue with (cold)

Bound for (Chicago)

Busy with {one's.joh)

Certain about / of

Clever at

Clase 1o

Conscious of

Content with

Contrary to (someone’s
acdvice)

Crary about

Curious about

Deat to

Delighted with [/ at

Dependent on

Diffarent from / to ! than (Am.)

Disappointed | with somebody
about ! at /
with something

Mice to

IL Les adjectifs qui ne peuvent étre qu'attributs

Disgusted |with somebody Pleased with
lwith | at something  Palite 1o
Crresged in Proficient in
Eager ior (a result) Proud of
Emvious of Ready for
Equivalent to Relant an
Essential to Red with
Expreet at Responsibie for
Familiar with Rude ta
fond of Sad about
Full ot (hope) Satisfied with
Frightened 4t [ of Separate from
Furious [with someons Eicktni work
about something with fedr
Gitted at [ In Shivering with
Ghad about / of Shocked at
Good at Skilled at
Grateful o s.offor sthe Skilful at
Happy about Sarry for | 5.0.
Ignorant of about sth,
ll with Subject 1o
Impressed with | by Superior to
JIndependent of Sure of
inclined to Surprized at
Interigr ta Tired of
Imtent on Tolerant of
Imterested in Trembling with
Keen on Typical of
Kind to Lineasy about
Likely to Used to
Mad with | at Weak in
Married to {a mice man] White with {fear)
Mear to Worried about , -

Wrong with | abdlt

Adjectifs de sens équivalents, utilizalxles a
gauche du nom (caractéristique plus
permanente gu'avec les adjectifs clcontrel,

Adpectife 4 droite du nom seulement
{= &tar temporaire).

irightened A frightened old fady
live / lawv Il living A live fish / a living cell
lanely A lanely man
shameful Shameful conduct
sleeping A sleeping man
waking The waking mother
floating Floating ice

similar | like A similzr accident
lighted The lighted roarm

afraid  The ofd ledy was afraid
alive The pdot was still alfvs
alone The little girl was alone
gshamed The landlord falt ashamed

asleep  The driver fell asleep
awake The baby was awake
afloat  The boat was still afloar
alike The two bags are alike
alight  The room (s alight




11, Quels adjectifs placer a droite du nom
1B Les adiectifs epithétes se placent 4 droite du nom dans deux cas
al §'ils sont suivis d'un complément : A bus full of peaple

b 5l s'agit d'un adjectif en -ble aprés un superlatif

He has bought the best Personal Computer available.

18 Les adjectifs atiributs se placent aprés le verbe “de liaison” qui est généralement “be"
ou bien “appear, become, feel, look, seem, sound, smell, raste” ou méme “lie, sit, stand",
Your car fooks new. — It is new jvatre voiture 2 l'air neove, — Eie lestl

The aceident appeared impossible (Faccident paralssait impassibiel.

The crocadile lay motionkess {le crocodile était I, immabiial,

30 Certains adjectifs ne peuvent Btre utilises gu'a drolte du nom,

Il 5'agit de tous les adjectifs commengant par “a-" (alive, asleep, etc.). lls ont geéneralement
un équivalent utilisable & gauche du nom et qui indique une caractéristique plus perma-
nente fiving, steeping).

IV. Un verbe au participe présent | passé utilisé comme adjectif

1WA gauche du nom, V-ing et Veed indiquent une caractéristique, un éfat. Le participe 2
hien ung valeur d'adjectii, .

A sleeping child Is pretiy = un enfant endormi est beau & regarder),
There's a broken window (= il ya une fenétre cassée).

28 A droite du nom, Cest une action qui est éwoquée et.on a alfaire 3 une proposition el
tive riduite -

Lok at the child sleeping (= regarde Venfant qul dort).

The window broken yesterday hasn't been changed yet (= |a vitre cassée hier..).

V. Repérer la construction des adjectifs composés

Hazbituezvous 3 repérer [a construction des adjectifs cormposeés pour mieux comprendre
lgur gens sans avoir @ consulter un dictionnalne

Vélément de gauche joue un role d'adverbe et nuance le sens de Pélément de droite. | Sagit
d'vn adjectii, d'un adverbe ou d'un nom

Dark blue. (= bleu sombre : adjectif + adjectif).

Quick-frozen |= sungelé ¢ adverbe + participe .

Oceangoing (= de haute mer: nom  + participe itk

Constrsction Fonctionmment Exemples
1A, o+ Ad) i i 2* Mament priécisd par | dark bige = Blew sombre
e 1 light green = wert clalr
.M & Adj 8 = complément cinomstanciel | snow white = blanc comme niige
seasick = quia le mal de mer
(w Cange) o airsick; car-sick;
3N 1 dlément & valeur de hardlwueking = (rnailfeus gui ine
adj. | + wing camplément circonstanciel | vailfe dlur (= manifre)
Ady, flieu, manigre, et} | g good-tocking
4N + Viing W o= COLD du verbe a mar-eating shark = un reguin
rrargresr o hommes
5.N Handmade = it fmain
Mdf, |+ vead (= PP Quickfroxen = congele
Ak,
6. Adj.

+ Meed (fRw PR ed = gui &l avec" bive-gyed = gui a les yeux blews




Comarent qus

P ORORE DES ADJECTIFS

Les mats constitusnt bes 10 GN cidessous sont dans
le disordre. Metter-des dans Pordre,

1. expensive [ small / an | watch { gold [ Swiss-
mizcle - 2. biue { T8th centuny | Chinese / valuable
{ vasoes | bwo - 3. chairs / French / Wth century |
beautiful | four - 4. several { silk [ Japarese [ 19th
century / scarves | flowered - 5. rectangular / lea-
ther / black ¢ average-sized / briefcase /a - 6.a |
Ford Feesta | 1988 { four-door | silver-blue - 7, 19705
{ four-bedroomed [ attractive ( redbrick [/ an |
howse - 8. a/ player { compact-disc { 200/ Japanese-
bt S wanderiul - 9, Korean-built [ double cassete
deck ! steren { cheap / a /f recelver - 10, a f camera
[ aew [ 35 mm [ automatic [ [apanesa,

EXERCICE 2

.‘{]HDIIE DES ADJECTIFS

Lisez les tabdeaux suivants, Inspirez-vous en podr
décrire 5 objets de wotre choix, Utilisez d'autres
adpectifs si nécessaire, Ne chercher pas 3 emplover
un adjectif de chagque catégore, Les tableaux ne sont
1d gue pour rappeler Pordre des adjectife en don-
nant des exemphes.

Hirw What's it How bigl What How oddi

much | Hked shape! |

Ty

alan beautifol |iile square  old

ang nice srmalkl round new

Thngse ughy medium- oval merbErn
sized

snme clean average  mectan-  andigue
cimedd pdar

aftew ity large pointed  T4th

century
several  cheap  big irangular 1930s |
alot ol expansive lang flat T8l

—— X -

ipale red  checkied) French sk SCArT |
[light siriped  English  cotton blosse

| vallow pine |
! itripeed

| brighi plain lapanese wooden  desk
{Ereen

jdark Blue fiowersd  Cerman  leather  car
theman spotied Halian gold house
black Roman  medal boix |
{wh-te Paristan  paper envelope |

| EXERCICE 3
P ORDRE DES ADJECTIFS

Liser be tableaw sudvant, § propose des sénies d'adjec-
tits permettant de décrire quelgu'un, Server-yous
en pour faire le portrait de la | des personnes repri-
senbies sur cetle page. Faites ausst le portrait d'une
personne de vatre choix,

Age Build Hight
| young f 1 m
michiin-aiec! | iFe iy hewiid
Ty alim Feerage leight
:i'l-'d | pump bk mtrage
| ks ! Beer 35 | maednam-be i raf
o his ¢ her L v | welfail M) shon
= s | her meid-drs | beoadshouldered (M) | calishy
w1 R | her parky s | ovensigh| |l_h'|-1|'5!'.
-
Hair " s
e Fyen | Comglinion | Dy |
e : b —
black | a brunene  |blus prale | sman
broan | A prisy sunburmed: | scnfiy
tained
{ 1ierd 3 blongls birwn elrveslonined | well-lessed
| fur 7] lang farskinnid | casesl
eyl shiy
| blonde | 2 redhead [thick Cippnal CONSETEETIY
: evelishes
prav hazshiy Trrowen egant
' eyelashes |
\wiebe | Moy thsa black Easheorable
| eyebuoms
[dved | dark |
1
. Elm *"Ih. m
[ Hainityla Face gy, | TErSOnity |
El:-rg than beard (v} quiat |
fshot lng meussache (M) [neserved
[atrasghl o st ) | eaghtiul
|way [T unshavem (Wi In;lrn |
| cairly ST Cleareiaven (M1 | moosdy
(e heartshaped (F1 la scar !u-uma!:l!-r |
| iy Pigh cheeidonss |2 heairmpspat 71 | snciabie

wath plaits iy (Fogh dorehead (o ok {nphisticates]
{8 frieige thir i pwith feckies.  [lively
st back bl B pwith dimpies  (chiseriul

foa e F)  [lonp note twith spobs aAmusrg

poryazil [F)  |siraight eowe with wrinkles  |palie

|l M) [turnad-un nose - fwith: Enes | ofiskde

| bakdireg, (M) I-mjl-}_r! i with plasses talkatne

thinperg i |3 cleft chin ievedl) appressive
[ madie-up (F)

| rerectng il |3 poisded chin frendly

deokie chin
1




| EXERGCE Y |

P CHOIX DE LA PREPOSITION

Complétes les phrases qui suivent i l'aide de la pri
position qui convient. Traduiserdes,

o is bad ... maths = John i bad 3t maths
(ahn est manvals en maths,

L During Wimbladon, some peaple are often
absent ... work - . Young plavers are usualby afeadcd
- being ridiculous - 3. Spectators are abways ama
zed .- Boris's service - 4, They are not abways amo-
sed | Yannick’s faces - 5. Tennis s often get
angry .. the umpire (I'arbitre) - 6. are often
annoyed . somepne in the crowd - 7. OF else il
i5 ., the weather - B Their refatives are very
anxious ... the result {leurs proches) - 9. Top
plivers aré ashamed . themselves when they lose
in-straight sets (&n 2 ou 3 sets) - 10 Some do not
seem o be aware .., the money at stake (I"argeni
en jeu) - 17, S5ome are bad .., serving - 12, Some
ook certain ... the result - 13 McEnros was cle
ver o volleying - 14, When they are very close
winning, they get tense again {tendus) - 15. They
are all conscious ... thieir celebrity - 1. Some fans
are just crazy ... their favourite player - 17, They
are curious .., their private lite - 18, To succeed,
you must be deafl ... what people say - 19. Each
plaver is different ... the others - 20 1 was disap
pointed ... André Agassi - 21. He is sometimes
dressed . pink shorls - 22, Concentration is esserk
tiaf ... a top player - 23, Jimmy Connors was expert
o putting off his opponent (déconcerer son
adversaire) - 24, The public was familiar . his
tricks (sss trucs) - 35, They were fond . him -
26. He was never frightened __, anything - 27, He
was good . playing long rallies (des échanges trés
longs) - 28. Of course he was a little imbued
himself (imbu de sa personnel- 29, But everybody
wis impressed ... his courage - 30. Of course na!
everybody s interested .. tennis - 31 Some peo-
ple are keen .. skiing for example - 32 When
skiing you are llable ... get hurt- 33-At tennis vou
are not likely . break a leg - W, lvan was not plea
sed - his fast matches - 35 He thought he was
ready .. retirement (la retrite) - 36 He was pid
- anger after loging - 37, He said the umpire was
responsible ... his defeat - 38. He was rude .. him
during the match - 39, Everybody was shocked ..
his behaviour (son componement) - 40 He was
trembiling ... rage - 41| fcht sorry . him - 42,1
didn't think he could be subject ... such anger
43 Perhaps he feels superior .. the others -
44. People are getting tired .. his arrogance -
45, They think he 5 100 sure . hirmsodf - 46, That's
typical ... some stars - 47. There iz something
wrong . the starsysiem - $ Champlons did not
use .. earn 5o much money - 49. Fans are aften
a litthe weeak .. the head - S 1ts silly 10 be wor-
red o the resolt of a tennds match,

(Consultez la ﬁa.g‘,l

Lomment qualificr un nom

| EXERCICE 5«

P PLACE DE UADIECTIF

Complétez 4 l'aide de celui des deux adjectifs four-
nis entre parenthises qui convient,

al She was terribly ...; b} She is a very ... girl (afraid
{ fearfud),
d) She was territily afraid; b) She is a very fearful girl,

1. &) He Is always ...; b) be is a very ... man (lonely
{ alone) - 2. a) There was only one passenger still
~; B There was na other ... creature (alive / living)
- 3.al | felt ... of mysell; bj But you are such a ...
person (shameful / ashamed) - 4, a) The dog is ...;
h) Let ... dags lie (asleep / slewping) - 5. ) | was
very ... far two weeks; b) You have always been
a .. girl il fsick) - 6. ) She is not ...; bl Againt
ahe has never been a .. person anyway (well /
healthyl - 7. a} He was very ... with me; b) Yes. 1
have never seen such an ... person tangry / cross)
- & a) She has just bought a nice .. car; b) Her
mEw car-is very Lo emall ! lirie),

| EXERCICE 6

P ADJECTIFS COMPOSES

Lisez les adjectifs composés qui suivent. Repérez leur
construction of traduisez-les,

1. brick-red - 2. navy-blue - 3, coal-black - 4, blood-
red - 5. sky-blue - 6. milk-white - 7. heart-breaking
- 8. hard-working - 9. far-reaching - 10, long-asting
- 1. goodlooking - 12, narrew-minded - 13, short-
lived - 14 kind-hearted - 15, broad-shouldered -
16, short-sighted - 17, custom-built - 13, Japanese
made - 19, steam-powered - 0. computer-
controled.

i

& L/

X

Faites caorrespondre ces mots et leurs contraires.

happy straight
clean attractive
casual thin
ald-fashioned tall

MErVOUS dirty

curly formal

wgly sad

short fashionable
thick calm




